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THEY SAY, “RELIGION IS THE
CURSE OF THE WORLD”

Gabriel Rodriguez

 
INTRODUCTION1

Is religion a blessing or a curse to mankind? A large consensus of
people believe that religion is the main cause for most of the world’s
problems. They think religion is responsible for racism and bigotry,
oppression of the poor, polygamy, wars, hatred, greed, extortion,
deception, and many other human vices. Many clamor that organized
religious bodies are global threats and usher no real blessings to
humanity. As we analyze these claims, we want to render the line of
demarcation between God and mankind. In other words, is God or
mankind to be blamed for the way people view religion?

Disappointed with the inane actions of organized religious bodies,
a popular philosophy has burgeoned among humanity. Given rise in
Genesis 3:1-7, and headlined during the classical middle ages, the
philosophy of Humanism has permeated society. But what is Human-
ism? Humanism is a progressive philosophy which states that man is
capable of directing his/her life without the aid of God, or any other
supernatural belief. In other words, man can lead his life to personal
fulfillment without the aid of religion and its adherents. Because
Humanists say religious organizations have failed to foster a better life
for humanity, instead of searching for the true reason why religious
organizations have defaulted, they have decided to trust in themselves
for direction and guidance. So the lingering question still remains: “Is
God and His will to be blamed for the religious meltdown in our
society or does mankind shoulder responsibility?”
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IN THE BEGINNING

Since many have blamed religious institutions for many, if not most
of the world’s problems, let us notice how things began. The etymolog-
ical meaning of the word “religion” speaks of man’s innate desire to
serve and worship his Creator. This is clearly seen in the creation of
Adam and Eve. Each was created with an innate desire to serve and
worship God (cf. Gen. 1:26; Ex. 20:2-4). Thus, Adam and Eve paid
continual praise unto the true and living God, pondering upon Him
daily, enacting His divine wisdom and dictums in their lives (cf. Gen.
2:16-17; 3:8). One then can conclude that man was made for the sole
purpose of religion—to serve and worship God, committing himself to
all of His commandments on earth (cf. Eph. 2:10).

But as the ages of men advanced into their posterity, the true and
initial concept of religion has been skewed. Rather than signifying an
innate internal devotion to God and His Word, religion became
individualized and sensual. This transformation can be traced back to
the induction of sin by the crafty serpent (cf. Gen. 3). Satan had
persuaded Eve that her thoughts and actions were on a par with God’s
authority. Consequentially, Eve was deceived and man’s religion was
no longer based upon God and His Word, which provided direction,
peace, and tranquility. Instead, it shifted to an individualistic autocracy
where man’s thoughts and ways became his wake in life (cf. Gen. 3:6;
Jas. 1:14). This malevolent ideology had grave and deadly repercus-
sions leading to evil practices: murder (Gen. 4:8-11), polygamy (Gen.
4:19), violence (Gen. 4:23), marauding gangs (Gen. 6:4), sodomy (Gen.
9:22), and many more deleterious actions. In the beginning, man was
set for true religion, but after Satan convoluted the nature of religion,
true religion regressed to vain religion, resulting in self-worship rather
than Godly worship (cf. Rom. 1:25). Once sin imbued the mental
faculties of man, man was convinced that he could live his own life
according to his ways and standards (Pro. 14:12). This prevarication set
the stage for an assault on God’s scheme of redemption.

THEY HISS AND WAG THEIR HEADS!

As the nation of Israel was reared to be a beacon of virtue among
all the families of the earth through example (cf. Amos 3:2; Deut. 4:6-
9; Jon. 3:1-9), what God truly desired of them ultimately resulted in
Israel’s regression into apostasy. This was largely based upon uncon-
quered pagan (i.e., worldly) influences that God had commanded Israel
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to completely obliterate as they conquered the land of Canaan (cf. Deut.
7:1-6; Josh. 23; Isa. 1:4). The remnant of paganism led to a spirit of
rebelliousness which eventually grew and prevailed among Israel,
resulting in catastrophic actions: rape (Jgs. 19-20), unauthorized
killings (Ezek. 34:1-3; Mic. 3:2-3; 7:12), extortion (Ezek. 22:13),
human sacrifice (Jer. 19:5), covetousness and avarice (Isa. 56:9-11;
Mic. 2:2), drug use resulting in malevolent behavior (Lev. 10:2-10; Isa.
28:7-9; 56:12), bribery and deception (Isa. 1:23), inadequate care of
orphans and widows (Isa. 1:23), household friction (Mic. 7:6), and
oppression of the poor (Mic. 2:2). Actions perpetuated solely by pagan
nations had evolved within the walls of sanctified Israel.

Consequentially, the wisdom of “righteous” Israel was rejected by
their pagan neighbors because their sinful actions belied their holy
message (cf. Deut. 4:6-8; Rom. 2:1-3, 21-23). If Jehovah was the only
true and living God who directs all men with His Holy will, then why
was it that those who had been chosen to proclaim His Holy message
did not follow it themselves? This culminated in the pagans’ disen-
chantment with God, His will, and His people—“All that pass by clap
their hands at thee; they hiss and wag their head at the daughter of
Jerusalem, saying, Is this the city that men call The perfection of
beauty, The joy of the whole earth?” (Lam. 2:15). Since Israel failed in
representing God, their godly efforts were stifled, and their cause for
righteousness became a relic in the history of men. Israel’s religion,
which had initially been based upon adhering faithfully to God and His
will, had become irrelevant in the eyes of men (cf. Ex. 19:5-7; Deut.
30:15-20).

 But, has anything changed in the 21st century? Have the examples
of Israel been relived among God’s people today? Has our comport-
ment made the system of Christianity relevant or irrelevant in today’s
society?

VACUOUS RELIGION

Israel’s examples of impropriety were secured for the purpose of
teaching citizens of Christ’s kingdom the dangers of making void their
religion. Paul, in 1 Corinthians 10, commented on Israel’s inveterate
complaining and murmuring in the wilderness, as well as their penchant
for idolatry. In verse 11, Paul concluded: “Now all these things
happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come” (cf. Rom.
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15:4; Heb. 3:7-14). The past served to teach the present of pitfalls to
avoid and overcome. Unfortunately, the message fell on deaf ears.
Instead of learning from Israel’s mistakes, the citizens of Christ’s
kingdom followed suit. Sin had once again taken captive a people who
had the responsibility of being “the salt of the earth” and “the light of
the world” (Mt. 5:13-14). These sins included: murmuring and
complaining (Phil. 2:14), division (1 Cor. 1:10-16; 11:18-22; 12:24-
26), carnality (1 Cor. 3:1-3), arrogance/pride (1 Cor. 4:6; 3 Jn. 9-10),
fornication (1 Cor. 5:1-2; 6:9-10), law suits against each other (1 Cor.
6:1-7), idolatry (1 Cor. 8:1-5; 1 Jn. 5.21), murder (Jas. 5:1-5; 1 Jn.
3:11-17), a paucity of love for each other (1 Cor. 13:1-7), and congre-
gational disruption and chaos (1 Cor. 14). “Old Israel” had resurfaced
in “New Israel” (cf. Rom. 11:25-12:21). The recurring message voiced
by Jesus and the apostles was that of being “doers of the word, and not
hearers only” (Jas. 1:22; cf. Mt. 12:33-34).

As a result of sinful and feckless lives, the system of religion was
seen as vacuous. Because Christians did not purport a true spiritual life,
Christianity, for the most part, became a dead religion. Thus, the reason
James voiced: “Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father
is this ... to keep himself unspotted from the world” (Jas. 1:27).
Christians’ improprieties dealt a vicious blow to the cause of God and
His will. If the system of Christianity was going to be relevant in
society, the actions of God’s people had to be spiritually maintained
and pristine. For it was Jesus who said: “Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven” (Mt. 5:16). The apostle Peter followed suit by saying:
“Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas
they speak against you as evildoers, they may by your good works,
which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation” (1 Pet.
2:12; cf. 2:15; 3:16). Along the same vein, Paul said: “Ye are our
epistle written in our hearts, known and read of all men” (2 Cor. 3:2).
Donning Christ in character means much more than orally voicing His
message of love and salvation; it means to live as Christ lived (cf. 1 Jn.
2:6).

WHO IS TO BLAME FOR RELIGIOUS DISGUST?

So, why has the majority of mankind revolted against the idea of
religion? Is God or His Word to be blamed? Has the Bible produced
caustic and gratuitous behavior among society? Nay! The lack of honor
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and respect seen in our world for religious organizations, their doctrines
and practices, has nothing to do with God or His law. This is the
oxymoron. The true blame for religious disgust falls squarely upon the
actions of men who in essence have led their lives by the philosophy of
Humanism. In truth, Humanism has been the generating cause for much
of society’s deterioration. When men lead themselves by their own
thoughts apart from the wisdom of God, their actions become filled
with hubris and selfishness. Such conduct has spawned wicked
vicissitudes of life.

Contrast this with the message of the Bible which speaks of God as
Holy and Righteous (Lev. 19:2; 1 Pet. 1:5-16), pure in all things (Pro.
15:26; Hab. 1:13), where no darkness exists (1 Jn. 1:5), a hater of all
evil and wickedness (Ps. 5:4), and a lover of truth (Ps. 86:15; 89:14).
God’s product, His Word, is described as “perfect ... right, rejoicing the
heart ... pure ... true ... righteous” (Ps. 19:7-9), and “profitable” making
all men “perfect,” furnishing him with all “good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-
17). Therefore, the Word of God teaches us to be humble (Mt. 5:3; Jas.
4:10), peacemakers (Mt. 5:9; Rom. 12:18), merciful (Mt. 5:7; 6:12;
18:21-34), to love our neighbors and enemies (Mt. 5:43-44; 22:39; Jn.
13:34; Jas. 2:8-9), to speak words of kindness to all men (Col. 4:6; Eph
4:15, 32; Pro. 15:1), to harbor no prejudice against any (Gal. 3:28), to
be hospitable, benevolent, and generous (Mt. 25:34-46; Acts 2:44-45;
Rom. 12:13; Gal. 6:10), to show no respect of persons (Jas. 2:9), to put
away anger, clamor, and evil speaking (Eph. 4:31; 5:3-5), to be self
controlled, long suffering, patient, and gentle (Gal. 5:21-22), to be hard
workers (Col. 3:22-23; 2 Thess. 3:10), to work quietly and mind our
own business (1 Thess. 4:11), and to respect and honor the govern-
ments of this world (Rom. 13:1-7; 1 Tim. 2:1-3; Tit. 3:1; 1 Pet. 2:17).

In other words, the Word of God produces citizens that are
respectable, honorable, trustworthy, righteous, and holy. These types
of citizens are a blessing to any nation (Pro. 14:34). Contrast this with
those who wish to direct their own paths in life. When people have no
direction in life and do what is right in their own eyes, all manners of
evil are perpetuated in society (cf. Jgs. 2:10-23; 19-20; 21:25). The
results of such conduct are disastrous. When man applies Humanism to
his wake, problems quickly ensue—“There is a way which seemeth
right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death” (Pro.
14:12). This is why the prophet Jeremiah instructed: “O Lord, I know
that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man that walketh to
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direct his steps” (Jer. 10:23). In concert, the Psalmist uttered: “Thy
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path” (Ps. 119:105).
God has taught us the way of wisdom and has led us in the right paths
(Pro. 4:11). The lies of Satan, who has convinced many to abandon
reason and the Scriptures, have led to the demise of religion.

IN THE NAME OF RELIGION

Because God and His will have been replaced by wicked and
Humanistic thoughts and philosophies of men, pernicious actions have
sullied the name of God and religion (cf. Col. 2:8). Throughout history
men have distorted the Scriptures to feed their own bellies. Peter said
of Paul’s epistles, “... some things hard to be understood, which they
that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other
scriptures, unto their own destruction” (2 Pet. 3:16). Paul said: “For the
time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their
own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears;
And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned
unto fables” (2 Tim. 4:3-4). Paul further stated: “That we henceforth be
no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they
lie in wait to deceive” (Eph. 4:14).

In the name of religion, men have twisted, obfuscated, and distorted
the Scriptures to fit their agenda, not God’s. Thus, “religious” men and
organizations have committed murder, coveted, made war, and defiled
marriages—all in the name of God and religion. Actions that God
condemned, “religious” men and organizations have blatantly and
flagrantly committed. When sin is practiced long enough, the danger
that entrenches men is self-deception. Men convince themselves they
are doing the will of God, but in actuality they have become servants
of sin (cf. Jn. 16:2; Rom. 6:13-17; Rev. 3:9,17).

Therefore, it is not God, His will, nor is it the true nature of religion
that has caused the world’s problems, but rather men who have rejected
the wisdom of God, choosing to lead themselves by themselves, which
has been the flaw of society. Thus, the undirected and ungodly actions
of men have rendered God and His cause insignificant in the eyes of
many. It must be questioned: “What can we do to reverse this unfortu-
nate trend?” “Where can we start in reestablishing religion as it used to
be?” “What can be done to propel religion as the paragon for today’s
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society?” To answer these queries, let us begin by asking, “Where have
we gone awry?”

WHERE HAVE WE GONE AWRY?

Lack Of Study
The Israelites were responsible in memorizing the Word of God

since the Old Testament was not readily available to them (cf. Deut.
6:6-9; Ezra 7:10; Ps. 119:11). Once the Word of God was fastened to
their mental synapses, they were able to meditate upon it day and night
(Ps. 1:2-3). To have the Word of God constant in their minds would
result in a life befitting godliness (Pro. 4:23). The Word of God would
lead and guide them from their laborious affairs of youth to their resting
years of life (Ps. 119:9; Ecc. 12:13). The Word of God would help them
to avoid and traverse macabre paths of life (Ps. 119:97-104). The Word
of God would serve them as light in a dark world (Ps. 119:105). But,
instead of taking heed to the salubrious benefits of God’s Word, the
Israelites rejected God’s knowledge (Hos. 4:6; Jer. 18:15; Mal. 2:6-8).
And, this rejection of knowledge resulted in a lifestyle that was an
affront to God’s holiness and purity.

In like manner, Christians are responsible in studying and memoriz-
ing God’s Word (cf. 1 Tim. 4:13; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:15-16). Every moral
decision that we will have to make, every character development that
we will undergo, will only be successful if we allow them to be guided
through Holy Scriptures (cf. 2 Pet. 1:3). The Word of God was given
so that every temptation of life may be dealt with and conquered (cf.
Mt. 4:4-8; 1 Cor. 10:13; 2 Cor. 2:11; 2 Pet. 1:4). The Word of God was
given so that our lives may produce good works unto God, works that
seek to bring honor and glory to God, His Son, and His church (cf. Mt.
5:16; Eph. 2:10; 2 Tim. 3:17; Tit. 3:1,14).

Lack Of Discipline
Equally important as the induction of God’s knowledge into our

minds is the volition of man (i.e., will power). Without self-discipline,
knowledge becomes useless. If we know what we ought to do, but
doeth it not, James says it is sin (Jas. 4:17). The thrust of the Shema
recorded in Deuteronomy 6:5 reveals that loving the Lord must be
evinced through our heart, soul, and might. Interestingly, these words
have reference to the psychology of man. The word “might” has
reference to the will and vitality of man. In the New Testament,
“might” is translated “strength,” and is connected with the word “mind”
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(cf. Lk. 10:27). In essence, might speaks of strength of mind. We must
possess a dogged determination to complete the injunctions God has
given us. This is seen in the example of Joseph, who when confronted
with a solicitation of adultery in a private setting, recalled the marriage
law of God, summoned his strength of mind, rejected the invitation of
sin, and voiced: “[H]ow then can I do this great wickedness, and sin
against God ... he left his garment in her hand, and fled, and got him
out” (Gen. 39:9, 12).

Likewise, Christians need to possess strength of mind if the
message of Christianity is to be the power of influence in our world.
Paul said: “Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that
exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity
every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5). Christians are
to destroy imaginations (reason, thoughts) and every high thing (hubris,
pride) that exalts itself against God’s knowledge. In other words, we are
to take vile thoughts augmented by pride and subjugate them to the
knowledge that we possess in Christ’s Word. We are to replace impious
thoughts with the sacred Word of God. Implied in this verse is our
strength to wrestle thoughts of this world and make them subservient
to Christ. This is what is meant when Paul said Christians were to
renew their minds in the knowledge of Christ (Eph. 4:23; Col. 3:10).
Each day, our thoughts must go through a cycle. As baneful thoughts
come in, they are quickly cycled and replaced with the power of God’s
Word. The key is to quickly deal with our enemy, rather than allowing
him to fester causing us to act upon morbid and sinful thoughts. Each
day we are to “... cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 Cor 7:1).

The choice of not imbuing the mind with God’s Word because of
our lack of discipline to read, study, and meditate will ultimately render
feckless lives. Hence, Christianity, a source for good and holiness in
this world, has become the laughing stock of society. We who claim to
follow Christ disown Him through the lives that we bear. Should we
then be surprised that religion is seen as the curse of the world?

THE LAUGHING STOCK OF SOCIETY

The impotency of Christianity is due largely to those who claimed
themselves to be Christians. Instead of remaining solid and steadfast in
the faith, many default on their integrity of Scripture and have wildly
embraced emotions, worldly passions, and weakened spirits (cf. 1 Cor.
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4:6). This has resulted in a series of aberrations. What Christ estab-
lished 2,000 years ago (one body, one head, one organizational
structure, one system of belief, one hope, one baptism, and one God),
has been replaced with innumerable religious divisions and doctrines
(cf. Jn. 17:20-21; 1 Cor. 1:10). These divisions have given rise to
motley organizations, systems and practices of beliefs, and church
nomenclatures. Today, there are just a few congregations which have
a semblance of Christ’s church built in the long ago. It is no wonder
then that the light of religion in the 21st century has waned. The
church, responsible for maintaining and reflecting God’s light into the
world (Phil. 2:16), has become acclimated to society attenuating its
power among men.

As men become benighted of God’s Word, carnality reigns in its
stead. Thus, leaders of impotent “Christian” churches have gone
beyond the Word of God and have perpetuated “religious dogmas”
which have sullied the very essence of religion. Religion, by its very
nature, seeks to please God and help all mankind, yet man’s ways have
led to ravaging of the poor by robbing them of their wealth through the
sale of indulgences and religious artifacts, massacring thousands of
innocent folks for the procurement of land and wealth, and inciting riot
and capital punishment when the upper echelon’s doctrines are not met.
Straw men of God, guided by their own reason and bellies, such as the
prophet Balaam, have caused many to look at Christianity as the
laughing stock of society.

CONCLUSION

The rise of Humanism in our society is due largely to our failures
as God’s people. It is no wonder that religion is seen as the curse of the
world—for those who voice righteousness and holiness in this world
are guilty of sin and shame. How then will the world react to the only
hope that men have in society (cf. 2 Cor. 4:7)? If we are unable to
conquer sin in our lives, if we cannot master maturity in the will of
God, if we fail to meet the standards for righteous living, then who will
do it? Will those who guide themselves through Humanistic ways and
philosophies fulfill the demands that God has set? Clearly not!
Humanism is not the solution, rather it is the problem.

The Word of God was written to guide all men and help them
through their affairs of life. Peter said, concerning God and His
powerful Word: “[H]is divine power hath given unto us all things that
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pertain unto life and godliness, through the knowledge of him that hath
called us to glory and virtue” (2 Pet. 1:3). Ultimately, the Word of God
was given so that it might produce in all men virtue. Virtue is defined
as moral excellence. When we are morally excellent, this benefits all
humanity. We will be kind to another, we will respect one another, we
will be benevolent to another, we will cherish one another, and we will
aid one another regardless of color, race, culture, and ethnicity. The
bounty of God’s Word flourishes throughout life with beauty, wonder,
grace, and mercy. If only people would seek its worth, as they do with
treasures of life, religion would become more attractive to the masses
of the world.

For who would not want to live in a society where mutual respect
and honor are commonplace? Who would not want to reside in a
community where love and peace reign? When the Scriptures are
replaced with man’s thoughts and philosophies, it renders a society
teeming with sin and violence. The more we depart from God and His
Word, the more we embrace cultures which seek to destroy each other.
The deception of Satan has been to convince folks that we do not need
God and His Word, and that we can live unto ourselves. This simply is
not the case. For when we do, all types and manners of ill behavior rise
to prominence.

It is time that we take back our lives from the deceit of Satan and
begin conducting ourselves in a manner befitting sound doctrine
(2 Tim. 1:13). Those claiming to be of Christ must possess the seal of
God—“Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this
seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. And, Let every one that
nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity” (2 Tim. 2:19). The seal
of God is departing from all sin and iniquity. If we would submit to this
injunction each and every day, then religion would be seen as a
positive, not a negative. People of society will have a greater respect for
us. They will say: “Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding
people. For what nation is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto
them, as the Lord our God is in all things that we call upon him for And
what nation is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so
righteous as all this law, which I set before you this day” (Deut. 4:6-8).

Indeed, God’s law is truly profitable. Man, apart from God, is
destined for ruin and disgrace. It is up to God’s people to show
humanity the wonderful blessings of living by God’s standards (cf.
1 Cor. 4:1-2). When we live as we have been called to, we will then be
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unto this world “a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy
nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him
who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light” (1 Pet.
2:9). Our religion then becomes relevant in a society damaged by sin.
Let us ultimately defeat Satan who has robbed this society of its true
desire and love for the Almighty God. May God be praised!

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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